
It is with mixed emotions 
that we say goodbye to Dr. 
Carol Dean.  As Chair of the 
Teacher Education 
Department, we will miss 
her leadership, creativity, 
compassion, and friendship.  
On the other hand, we wish 
her the best in spending 
more time with her family, 
especially grandchildren, 
and in her travels throughout 
the world. 

Some of her endearing 
qualities include her ability 
to listen and problem-solve 
with students, staff, and 
faculty.  She has touched the 
lives of many as an 
elementary school teacher, 
as a University Writing 
Project Workshops 
facilitator, a faculty 
member, and as chair.  
While serving on the 
faculty, she worked with 
problem-based learning and 
developing portfolios for 

student teachers.  Under her 
direction, these portfolios  
evolved from leather bound 
written entries into e-
portfolios.  They are used as 
an assessment instrument for 
student teachers and as a 
marketing tool for 
employment.  She became 
chair of both the 
undergraduate and graduate 
Teacher Education Programs  
in 2004. 

Dr. Dean’s accomplishments 
include redesigning clinical 
experiences in Teacher 
Education, developing a new 
curriculum for the ESEC 
majors, creating a teacher 
training program in Jordan, 
and hosting a group of 
Chinese educators during a 
two week workshop in 
January of 2009.   

 

This workshop trained high 
school English teachers 
from China in strategies to 
improve student learning.   
Throughout her time at 
Samford, she has dedicated 
her professional career in 
service to others.  She will 
truly be missed. 

- by Jeanie Box 

Teacher Education Chair Carol Dean Retires 
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· Jim Angel was featured 
on “Matters of Faith”  

· The Children’s Learning 
Center celebrated it’s 
10th Birthday 

· The Dean’s Student 
Council met with the 
Dean’s Executive 
Council and helped raise 
funds for the OBB School 
of Education and 
Professional Studies 

· SSITE Workshop, June 
28 -  July 1 

· First ever Video 
Workshops held by the 
Media Center, June and 
July 

Dean’s Corner 

As we come to the end of 
another academic year, I am 
most grateful to you all.  I 
am convinced that our 
students are receiving the 
best education that they can 
from our outstanding faculty 
who continue to offer our 
graduates a challenging 
curriculum so they are well-
prepared for the world 
outside the gates of 
Samford.  Thanks to our 
caring and competent staff 
who facilitate the learning 
process through their day-to- 

day work.  We could not do 
it without them.  Together 
we steadfastly uphold our 
mission to nurture, develop 
and challenge students, 
faculty, and staff 
academically, 
professionally, personally, 
and spiritually by providing 
the highest quality Christian 
learning environment to 
promote leaders who will 
positively influence and 
shape society. 

 

 

Thanks for all that you do! 

Blessings for a great 
summer, 

Jeanie 
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Below is an interview with Annie Ruth 
Thornton Neill, Pattie Neill’s Mother. 
 
When were you at Howard College? 
September 1942—June 1945.  I finished 
in three years instead of four because 
WWII was in progress and most people 
went to work or stayed in school.  
 
Where did you live while you were at 
Howard College? 
I lived at my home on Norwood Blvd. 
and I rode the South Eastlake street car 
to and from college.  
 
What was your major? 
My major was in the School of 
Business. 
 
What were some student activities 
available for all students? 
Sororities, fraternities, basketball teams 
for boys and girls, softball teams.  
 
What recreational or social activities 
were available?  
Sororities and fraternities had parties.  
The first one I went to was a scrap party.   

ESSM’s new Community Testing 
Program aired live with Jeh Jeh Pruitt 
on Fox 6’s Good Day Alabama.  Thanks 
to Jack Landham, who coordinated this 
event as well as Alan Jung, John 
Petrella, Pat Terry, and Bo Brawner  
who participated in the filming.   

— 

Excerpts from article in the April 
Birmingham Magazine…”How well I 
remember  the first day that I met the 
Samford team, January 2009, exactly 
five years after my ovarian diagnosis.  
How little did I know that the first time 
that I entered the space capsule, the Bod 
Pod, that I was taking the first step 
towards a more healthy life-style!…      
I realized that the Lord had used my 
once-healthy body over the last five 
years to overcome the staggering fatal 
statistics of ovarian cancer and extend 
my life.  Out of gratitude to Him and in 
appreciation to my body, the very least 

that I can in return is to eat nourishing, 
energizing foods and improve my 
physical fitness levels….Well into the 
second month, my back pain and my 
limp are gone.  I am making wiser 
choices in my foods, yet still enjoying 
an occasional dessert or pastry with a 
friend.  I am increasing my physical 
activity, sleeping better, and thinking 
better.  How about that for success?  
Thank you, friend, for encouraging me 
to participate in this program, and thank 
you, Samford, for this community 
program.”                  -by Sarah Moseley  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ESSM was spotlighted in the March 
issue of Birmingham Magazine with a 
full page article on the Exercise Science 
Community Program.  This is the first 
monthly ongoing series of this length 
(10-11 months) that has ever been done 
by the Birmingham Magazine.  This is a 
great opportunity to present what the 
Department of ESSM has to offer the 
community.   

 

Campus.  Those boys were going to 
college in white uniforms and white 
caps.  

 

What is your favorite story from 
Howard College? 

We had a party at my sorority house, 
BSO, and the Lambda Chi’s were 
invited to the party.  They made one of 
my special friends sing for initiation 
into Lambda Chi.  The song was “White 
Christmas” and it had just been released 
that year.  He did not want to do that, 
but he had to for initiation.  He did not 
sing very well.   

 

I had to be initiated into BSO and they 
made all of us light firecrackers in the 
house.  The one I lit went off in my 
hand and blew the tips of my fingernails 
off.  Then one night in 1942 they lined 
up the Navy V12 boys in uniform at 
night in the moonlight, and they made 
us kiss each one on the cheek. I thought 
that was fun and the boys didn’t seem to 
mind.   

Golden Bulldog Interview 

ESSM: Community Testing Program  

“The HEAL program for school 

children reminded me of the 

scripture which says that we are 

fearfully and wonderfully made 

and our bodies are the temple of 

God.” - Sarah Moseley 

You had to bring scrap iron for the war 
effort.  It was collected and sent to be 
melted down and used for the war effort.  
Also, the campus was on a hill so we 
would put on our roller skates at the Old 
Main building and skate down the 
horseshoe shaped sidewalk around 
Sherman Oak and hope we didn’t fall.  
Sherman Oak was the main landmark on 
campus.  
 
What was the best part of going to Howard 
College? 
The people and the professors were all so 
friendly and there was a feeling of 
goodwill everywhere.  It was a fun 
experience and those were happy days 
except for WWII.   
 
What was it like to be in college during 
WWII?   
Everybody was interested in what was 
going on in the world and we all listened to 
the news on the radio everyday.  There was 
no television.  We were all hoping and 
praying that it would soon be over.  Many 
of the boys had to go into the service and 
the Navy V12 unit was there on the  
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Frances Carter Young Authors 
Conference.  This is the sixth year that 
the Teacher Education Department at 
Samford University has hosted the 
conference.  The conference serves as 
the culmination of a year-long emphasis 
on improving writing skills among fifth 
grade students in the Birmingham area. 
 

Congratulations to the Children’s 
Learning Center (CLC) who celebrated 
it’s 10th Birthday, Saturday, May 2! 

 
 

Featured Alumni 
Teacher Education graduate, Holly Jaye 
(‘08), teaches fifth-graders at McAdory 
Elementary School in Jefferson County.  
In early March, she was notified of her 
selection as a Scholastic Book Club 
Teacher Advisor for 2009, one of only 
15 teachers across the United States 
designated for this honor.  Holly is one 
of only two first-year teachers named to 
the panel.   

Students and professors from the 
Elementary Block shared their “Bio 
Bags.” These bags contained the books 
that have been most influential in their 
lives.  The students were inspired by 
hearing from their fellow classmates 
and professors about the books that 
have helped shape who they are or hold 
special meaning for them.  Tears were 
sometimes shed during these heart  

warming discussions that allowed all of 
us the opportunity to get to know each 
other on a deeper level.  

Over 125 fifth-graders from Brighton 
and Tarrant Elementary Schools 
gathered on campus Thursday, April 23, 
to participate in the 2009 John and 

Jim Angel was featured on Brenda 
Ladun’s segment “Matters of Faith” 
recognizing the group of men that have 
been exercising/swimming for several 
decades. 
Interior Design will have a ‘new’ web 
site this summer at: 
education.samford.edu/INTD 
Interior Design student, Ashley Mills, 
submitted images to the 2009 
CGarchitect.com Architectural 3D 
Awards.  This is her first time to submit 

to an international competition.  
www.cgarchitect.com/3daward_mini/ 
Samford After Sundown (SAS) is 
featured in the Smart Living section of 
the May Birmingham Magazine.  
Several of the SAS photographs were 
used in the article, including Ken 
Boyd’s “Students Taking Pictures” 
photograph as their headline image.  
Coincidentally, this is the photograph 
that is on the SAS summer catalog 
cover!  Sure to bring even more 
attention and connection when the 

birth order and personality traits, 
parenting style and risky behavior in 
adolescents, acculturation, teachers’ 
recognition of child abuse, social 
support in families who have lost a 
child to cancer, and several other topics.  
One of the most important aspects of 
these capstone research projects was the 
level of collaboration with our 
community partners, including the 
YMCA, M-POWER Ministries, UAB 
Department of Genetics, and local 
elementary schools. 
 

INTD 
Two Interior Design students received 
awards at the bi-annual Alabama 
Chapter of the International Interior  

FAMS 
Family Studies announced their two top 
award winning graduating seniors.  
Kelli Rae Hepner was honored as the 
Family Studies Major of Distinction, 
and similar honors went to Child Life 
Concentration Major Jessie Elizabeth 
Gordon.  Family Studies majors, Kelli 
Rae Hepner and Logan Drew Lowrey 
were honored with the Howard medal, 
for maintaining an GPA of between 
3.75 and 4.00 over the past three 
academic years. Family Studies had a 
strong presence at Showcase this year, 
with fourteen students making eleven 
presentations.  Students presented  
on parental involvement and literacy 
skills, self-esteem, genetic counseling,  

 

Other News & Student Accomplishments 

FAMS & INTD Recognition  

Magic City residents receive their 
catalogs in the mail. This is very 
exciting for SAS!  
Congratulations to SAS students, 
Virginia Jones and Pam Pullen who 
won second and third place in the 
Annual Samford Earth Day Art Show. 

The Student Dietetic Association 
received the Outstanding Student 
Association Award from the Alabama 
Dietetic Association at the Awards 

“The world is better because of 

Holly Jaye and our outstanding 

graduates from the School of 

Education and Professional 

Studies”                                          

-President Westmoreland 

Design Association Awards 
Celebration earlier this month.  
Students from interior design 
programs at the University of 
Alabama, Auburn University, and 
Virginia College also participated in 
the design competition. 

The student competition offered three 
top awards of which Leah Shell 
received second place and a cash 
award of $1000 for her project in 
furniture design, and Leah Mann 
received third place and a cash award 
of $500 for her thesis project to a 
proposed design of a restaurant for 
Vulcan Park.  This is the first year 
that students have been included.  

Teacher Education 



SSITE:  Teach Like Your Hair’s On Fire!  
Samford’s Summer Institute of Teaching Excellence 
(SSITE) will be held June 28—July 1 at the Leslie 
Wright Center on the campus of Samford University.  
Keynote speakers include Rafe Esquith, author of 
Teach Like Your Hair’s On Fire and Susan 
Zimmerman, author of Mosaic of Thought and Seven 
Keys to Comprehension.    

In addition to this conference for teachers, SSITE has 
added a new component for school leaders!  “Leaders 
Make the Difference in Learning” is an exciting 
addition that will provide school leaders with practical 
applications in research based strategies for effective 
school leadership.   

Charles Ford [INTD] gave 
three presentations/
workshops at the American 
Design Drafting 
Association/American 
Digital Design Association 
50th Annual Technical & 
Educational Training 
Conference, April 1 – 3 in 
Nashville, TN. 
 

Charles Ford [INTD] and 
Clara Gerhardt [FAMS] 
collaborated for a poster 
presentation that was 
accepted for presentation at 
the 2nd International 
Conference on PBL: 
Republic Polytechnic, 
Singapore, June, 2009.  The 
topic is “The Study of 
Historic Architecture/
Preservation using PBL 
Methodology.” 
 

Clara Gerhardt [FAMS] 
attended a March workshop 
entitled “The Contested 
Family” presented by the 
Family and Parenting 
Institute of the United 
Kingdom at the House of 
Commons in London. 
 
Robb Hensarling [ESSM], 
Alan Jung [ESSM], and 
John Petrella [ESSM] and 
student Angela Dempski 
presented “An Assessment 
of Strength, Power and 
Body Mass Index of NCAA 
Division I Female 
Volleyball Players” at the 
Southeast Athletic Trainers’ 
Association annual Clinical 
Symposium Mary 19 in 
Panama City Beach, FL.  

Angela Ansah [TE] is 
working with Urban High 
School students in 
conjunction with UAB and 
the Center for Urban 
Missions to help provide the 
students skills that will 
prepare them for college.  
Her role is to conduct both 
formative and summative 
assessments for the program. 
 
Angela Ansah [TE] is a 
member of the Board of 
Examiners for National 
Council for Accreditation of 
Teacher Education.  Ansah 
is a part of a 6-member team 
that will evaluate a 
university Teacher 
Education program in Ney 
York, April, 2009. 
 
David Finn [TE] presented 
“Twice Exceptional: Gifted 
Students with Asperger’s 
Disorder, Successful 
Strategies for Home and 
School,” coauthored by Patti 
Wood at the 2009 Council 
for Exceptional Children 
Convention and Expo in 
Seattle, Washington, April. 
 
David Finn [TE] and Clara 
Gerhardt [FAMS] presented 
“Bilingual Books for 
Children” at ¡Viva Espana! 
Professional Development 
Workshop for Teachers 
during the 2008-09 Spotlight 
on Spain Feb. 28 at 
Birmingham International 
Center.  
 

Jeannie Krumdieck [INTD] 
was consultant for two 
winning designs in the 
International Interior Design 
Association [IIDA] Alabama 
Chapter biannual awards 
competition.  Her designs 
won Best of Residential for 
the total renovation of a 
Destin, FL, condominium 
and Best of Show for the 
offices of her husband’s 
firm, Krumdieck A+I 
Design.  
 
Laura Hendley Lee [PAR] 
will publish an article, 
“Building Paralegal 
Association Partnerships to 
Create Career Opportunities 
for Graduates” in the spring 
issue of The Paralegal 
Educator. 
 
Jodi Newton [TE] presented 
“Strategic Planning – 
What’s a School Board 
Member to Do?” March, 
2009 at the Alabama 
Association of School 
Board’s program. 
 
Chuck Sands [OBBSEPS] 
presented “Exercise Is 
Medicine” to the 
Birmingham Dietetics 
Association, April.   
 
Chuck Sands [OBBSEPS] 
and faculty and students in 
the exercise science and 
sports medicine department 
also provide weight 
management counseling and 
fitness support.   
 

Faculty Spotlights Congratulations to… 
· Angela Ansah who has been 

invited to teach a three-week 
quantitative research course in 
Ghana, August.   

· Jonathan Davis was elected 
treasurer of the Alabama 
Association for Marriage and 
Family Therapy, effective Spring 

· Robin Duncan who will be a 
faculty member in Teacher 
Education 

· Elizabeth Gambrell on her May 
graduation with her Masters in 
Instructional Leadership 

· Brooke Gilreath on her May 23 
marriage to Daniel Karr 

· Jeannie Krumdieck who won Best 
of Show for her project submitted 
to the Alabama Chapter of IIDA 

· Jodi Newton who will serve as 
interim chair of Teacher Education 

· Maurice Persall who is the new 
Chair of Graduate Studies 

 

Sympathy is expressed to… 
· Susan and David Little in recent 

loss of her father 
 
Happy Birthday to… 
· Lisa Phillips [FACILITY], 6/11 
· Brooke Gilreath [TE], 6/16 
· David Little [TE], 6/19 
· Chris Gillespie [ESSM], 6/22 
· Michele Haralson [TE], 7/26 
· Allison Jackson [ESSM], 6/27 
· Robb Hensarling [ESSM], 7/28 
· Dollie Brice [ESSM], 8/11 
· Charlotte Freeman [TE], 8/21 
· Pattie Neill [TE], 8/22 
· Alan Jung [ESSM], 8/27 
· Leslie Daniel [TE], 8/28 
· Ed Landers [MEDIA], 8/28 
· Donna Seibels [ESSM], 8/28 
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Video Workshops             
This summer the Media Center will 
be hosting seven weeks of video 
workshops.  Participants will learn 
everything  to be creative using 
video, field production, studio 
production, lighting, editing, 
production software, audio, 
graphics, production equipment, 
and posting to the internet.  Go to 
the OBBSEPS homepage for more 
information on these first ever 
workshops by the Media Center. 


